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A					1‐5	1	Εν	αρχῇ	ην	ὁ	λόγος,	και	ο	λογος	ην	προς	τον	θεον,	και	θεος	ην	ο	λογος.	2	ουτος
ην	εν	αρχῇ	προς	τον	θεον.	3	παντα	διʼ	αυτοῦ	εγενετο,	και	χωρις	αυτοῦ	εγενετο	ουδε	εν.	ο
γεγονεν	4	εν	αυτῷ	ζωη	ην,	και	η	ζωη	ην	το	φῶς	τῶν	ανθρωπων·	5	και	το	φῶς	εν	τῇ	σκοτιᾳ
φαινει,	και	η	σκοτια	αυτο	ου	κατελαβεν.

B				6‐8	6	Εγενετο	ανθρωπος	,	απεσταλμενος	παρα	θεοῦ,	ονομα	αυτῷ	Ἰωάννης·
7	ουτος	ηλθεν	εις	μαρτυριαν	ινα	μαρτυρησῃ	περι	τοῦ	φωτος,	ινα	παντες
πιστευσωσιν	διʼ	αυτοῦ.	8	ουκ	ην	εκεῖνος	το	φῶς	,	αλλʼ	ινα	μαρτυρησῃ	περι	τοῦ
φωτος.

C    9-13		9	῏Ην	το	φῶς	το	αληθινον,	ο	φωτιζει	παντα	ανθρωπον,
ερχομενον	εις	τον	κοσμον.	10	εν	τῷ	κοσμῳ	ην,	και	ο	κοσμος	διʼ	αυτοῦ
εγενετο	,	και	ο	κοσμος	αυτον	ουκ	εγνω.	11	εις	τα	ιδια	ηλθεν,	και	οι
ιδιοι	αυτον	ου	παρελαβον.	12	οσοι	δε	ἔλαβον	αυτον,	εδωκεν	αυτοῖς
εξουσιαν	τεκνα	θεοῦ	γενεσθαι,	τοῖς	πιστευουσιν	εις	το	ονομα	αυτοῦ,
13	οι	ουκ	εξ	αιματων	ουδε	εκ	θεληματος	σαρκος	ουδε	εκ	θεληματος
ανδρος	αλλʼ	εκ	θεοῦ	εγεννηθησαν.

A’					14	Και	ὁ	λόγος	σαρξ	εγενετο	και	εσ	κηνωσεν	εν	ημῖν,	και	εθεασαμεθα	την	δοξαν
αυτοῦ,	δοξαν	ως	μονογενοῦς	παρα	πατρος,	πληρης	χάριτος	καὶ	ἀληθείας.

B’					15		Ἰωάννης μαρτυρεῖ περὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ κέκραγεν λέγων· οὗτος ἦν ὃν εἶπον· ὁ
ὀπίσω μου ἐρχόμενος ἔμπροσθέν μου γέγονεν, ὅτι πρῶτός μου ἦν.  	

C’					16‐18	16	οτι	εκ	τοῦ	πληρωματος	αυτοῦ	ημεῖς	παντες	ἐλάβομεν	και	χαριν
αντι	χαριτος·	17	οτι	ο	νομος	δια	Μωϋσεως	εδοθη,	ἡ	χάρις	καὶ	ἡ	ἀλήθεια	δια
Ιησοῦ	Χριστοῦ	εγενετο.	18	Θεον	ουδεις	εωρακεν	πωποτε·	μονογενης	θεος	ο	ων
εις	τον	κολπον	τοῦ	πατρος	εκεῖνος	εξηγησατο.

Analysis of the Text: 

A      Logos                               light
  B          John/witness
    C                     received         light

A’     Logos                               grace and truth
  B'          John/witness
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    C'                    received         grace and truth

Notes:
    1.    The central theme of both sections, vv. 1-13, 14-18, is the Logos, in as much as it
serves as the header for each section. Thus the central theme of the entire prologue is
Logos. Understanding the main point of the prologue then will depend upon an accurate
understanding of this key term.

    2.    The boundary markers to the first section, vv. 1-13, is the repetition of the word light.
In the second section, vv. 14-18, the repeated phrase grace and truth  serves the same role.

    3.    The center strophe to each section focuses upon the witness of John the Baptist.

    4.    The movement in each section flows from the Logos through the witness of John to
the response of receiving the Logos through John's witness.

    5.    The conceptual structure of the first section, vv. 1-13 is universal: the Logos and all of
creation including humanity. The Logos manifests himself, is witnessed to by John, but only
a very small segment of humanity responds with acceptance.

    6.    The step, advancement of thought to a new level, occurs in section two, vv. 14-18,
where the Logos is received both Jew and Gentile in a fuller experience that brings the
'receiver' face to face with Almighty God himself.

    7.    The Logos reveals himself to the world in vv. 1-5 and is largely rejected inspite of
John's witness. But in the section section, vv. 14-18, to those receiving the Logos He
reveals himself dramatically as the Shekina glory of God who tabernacled with His people, v.
14 , and John's witness, v. 15,  highlights that superior revelation. The second receiving
section, vv. 16-18, opens up dramatically larger experiences of encounter.

    8.    Each of the three strophes of both sections contains an advancement of thought in
the second section parallel to that in the first section.

    9.    Note the similar patterns in Strophes A and A'. In Strophe A the two-fold emphasis is
upon the relation of the Logos to God (vv. 1-2) and then of the Logos to Creation (vv. 3-4). In
Strophe A', a similar emphasis is found with appropriate advancement of thought to section
2. The Logos manifests himself to the believing community in creation by dwelling in their
midst. But the impact of that dwelling is to reflect God to the believing community, since He
is the Shechinah Glory of the Father.
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