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John 1:1-18
Literary Structural Outline
Greek Text

Last revised: 12/04/14

Step Parallelism: ABC //A'B’'C’

A 1-51 Ev dpyfi fjv 6 Adyog, kal 6 A6yog fjv Tpog TOV Bedv, kai B0 v 6 AdY0G. 2 0UTOG
v év &pxfi Tpog TOV Bedv. 3 mvTa SU adTod éyéveTo, kal xwplg adToD éyéveTo 008E Ev. O
Yéyovev 4 v a0t {wt) MV, kal 1) Lwh) AV TO &S TGV dvBp®dT®V- 5 kai TO &G £v Tij oxotiq
@aivel, Kal 1) okoTia avTod 0V KATEAAPEV.

B 6-8 6 Eyéveto dvBpwog, dmectaipévos tapd Bgod, Gvopa adtd Twavvg:
7 oUTog NABeV eig paptupiav tva paptuprion mept Tod EWTOS, tva TTévTES
MoTeloWotv 8§t avTod. 8 oVk AV £KEIVOG TO P&®G, GAX tva paptuption Tepl ToD
PWTOG.

C 9-13 97Hv 10 &G 0 dAnBwdV, d pwtilel Thvta dvOpwov,
¢pxOUEVOV £ig TOV KOopOV. 10 &V T® KOGUW AV, Kal 6 KOGHOG U avToD
¢y£veTo, kai O kOopog atov ovk Fyvw. 11 eig ta (St NABev, kal ot
{610t avTov oV apéAdafov. 12 6oot 8¢ EAaBov ahtdv, £E8wkev aTOTG
¢tovolav Tékva 0ol yevéaBal, TOTG TIoTEVOVOLY €I TO OVOpa aVTOD,
13 ol 0VK €€ alpaTwV 0VSE €Kk BEAUATOG CaPKOG 0VSE €K BEAUATOG
av8pog aAN’ €k BeoD EyevvnOnoav.

A" 14 Kal 0 A0yog oapé £yEveTo Kal £0 KNVWOoEeV v Uy, Kail é0sacdueba v §6&av
a0tol, 66Eav WG Lovoyevols Tapd TTaTpOS, AN PN G XXPLTOC Kal aAnBeiac.

B’ 15 lwdvvng popTupel Tepi auTod Kai KEKpayev Aéywv- oUTOC AV OV €iTov: 6
OTTIOW POU £PXOPEVOG EUTTPOOBEV oU YEyovey, OTI TTPMWTOC OU Nv.

C' 16-18 16 611 £k TOD TANPWUATOS a0TOV NUETS TTAVTEG EAGBOUEY Kol X&pLv
avTti xapttog: 17 6t 6 vopog Std Mwioewg £€660m, 1) xapig Kai 1) aAndsia S
Mool Xplotod €yéveto. 18 Odv 0VSELG EWPAKEY TIWTIOTE: LOVOYEVTG BEDG O OV
€l¢ TOV KOATIOV TOU TTATPOG EKEIVOG EENYNOATO.

Analysis of the Text:

A Logos light
B John/witness
C received light
A’ Logos grace and truth
h John/witness
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cr received grace and truth I

Notes:

1. The central theme of both sections, vv. 1-13, 14-18, is the Logos, in as much as it
serves as the header for each section. Thus the central theme of the entire prologue is
Logos. Understanding the main point of the prologue then will depend upon an accurate
understanding of this key term.

2. The boundary markers to the first section, vv. 1-13, is the repetition of the word light.
In the second section, vv. 14-18, the repeated phrase grace and truth serves the same role.

3. The center strophe to each section focuses upon the witness of John the Baptist.

4. The movement in each section flows from the Logos through the witness of John to
the response of receiving the Logos through John's witness.

5. The conceptual structure of the first section, vv. 1-13 is universal: the Logos and all of
creation including humanity. The Logos manifests himself, is witnessed to by John, but only
a very small segment of humanity responds with acceptance.

6. The step, advancement of thought to a new level, occurs in section two, vv. 14-18,
where the Logos is received both Jew and Gentile in a fuller experience that brings the
'receiver’ face to face with Almighty God himself.

7. The Logos reveals himself to the world in vv. 1-5 and is largely rejected inspite of
John's witness. But in the section section, vv. 14-18, to those receiving the Logos He
reveals himself dramatically as the Shekina glory of God who tabernacled with His people, v.
14 , and John's witness, v. 15, highlights that superior revelation. The second receiving
section, vv. 16-18, opens up dramatically larger experiences of encounter.

8. Each of the three strophes of both sections contains an advancement of thought in
the second section parallel to that in the first section.

9. Note the similar patterns in Strophes A and A'. In Strophe A the two-fold emphasis is
upon the relation of the Logos to God (vv. 1-2) and then of the Logos to Creation (vv. 3-4). In
Strophe A', a similar emphasis is found with appropriate advancement of thought to section
2. The Logos manifests himself to the believing community in creation by dwelling in their
midst. But the impact of that dwelling is to reflect God to the believing community, since He
is the Shechinah Glory of the Father.
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